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Masonic Etiquette


Speaking in Open Lodge
One of the most important things a new mason must do is learn the proper decorum and approach in which he is to address the Worshipful Master and brothers within an open lodge. One would think that because we, being brothers, would talk amongst ourselves freely and forgo the formalities. But out of respect to one another we must keep order, so that we may all get the right to have our voices heard on the matters at hand or to inform brothers on issues of concern. In order to have your voice heard within a lodge you must stand, address the Worshipful Master and once recognized you may speak your opinion or address a 
certain brother through the Worshipful Master, with his permission.  
Traveling in Open Lodge

As new masons, through time you will learn that there is an imaginary line between the altar and the Worshipful Master that is not to be crossed while in open lodge.  This is based off of ancient practices that the area between the altar and the master is sacred ground, which is not to be trodden upon, so that there may be no obstructions between the altar and the Worshipful Master.  Only when performing floor work for degrees shall any person reside between the Worshipful Master and the altar, for that it does not mitigate against the interpretation of those practices, but supports them.
Ante and Preparation Room Etiquette
As new masons one of the first places you will interface and meet your fellow brethren will be in the ante-room. Here you will talk to and get to know not only your fellow brothers but their families as well.  While the ante-room is a place to meet people, it is also a place for the identification of new or visiting brethren and is under the care of the Tyler. The Tyler is the protector of the lodge while at labor and has a duty to inform the Worshipful Master of visitors. A committee is then formed to identify if the visitor is indeed what they claim. If not, it is the duty of the Tyler to dispatch them in a manner the Master so chooses. The second place a new mason/candidate will interface with the lodge and its members is the preparation room, which is to be kept free of any litter and or clutter, as it is a place for the preparation. 
Etiquette Regarding Titles
After being initiated you will hear brothers referring to each other as many different titles. We in Freemasonry refer to one another as “Brothers.” It is a title and must always be used as such. One does not attend a masonic function as private individuals but as a mason and therefore a “brother”. But through time you will also meet people of elevated position within the “Brotherhood”, who have earned higher titles and may be referred to by their earned titles, such as, but not limited to.
· “Worshipful” for the sitting and past masters

· “Right Honorable” for the District Instructors  

· “Right Worshipful” for the District Deputies and Grand Line officials that are not the Grand Master, Past Grand Masters, or the Grand Chaplain
· “Right Reverend” for the Grand Chaplin

· “Most Worshipful” for the Grand Master and Past Grand Masters

But when in doubt “Brother” will suffice. 
Proper Attire

It is the discretion of the Worshipful Master as to what the proper attire is to attend meetings. But if the Worshipful Master so chooses he may require that his officers wear formal attire and all should wear it without exception. It is also required that you wear an apron, that is oriented in the proper manner for the degree of which you are apart of. The apron must also be worn where it will not be concealed, for instance, a double breasted coat, or an overcoat at a funeral would conceal the apron. Otherwise it is to be worn under the coat. Hats are not to be worn in lodge by any other person than the Worshipful Master. The only exception to this is when a brother of the Jewish faith wears a skull cap (yarmulke = pronounced yah-muhl-ka). If the Grand Master is present, the Worshipful Master will remove his hat in order to turn over power to the Grand Master, if he so chooses to preside over the meeting. Gloves if worn are to be white.
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